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Hen mifere Cives ! non hoftem, iuimicaque caftra 
Argivura ; veftras {pes urstis —— Virg. 


pametion not but the Brit:/b Ladies are ve- 
ry well pleafed with the Compliment I 
have payed them in the Courfe of my Papers, 
by regarding them, not only as the moft amia- 
ble, but as the moft important Part of our Com- 
munity. They ought, indeed, to refent the 
Treatment they have met with from other Au- 
thors, who have never troubled their Heads a- 
bout them, but addrefs’d ail their Arguments to 
the Male Half of their Fellow-Subjeéts ; and 
taken it for granted, that if they could bring 
thefe into their Meafures, the Females would 
of Courfe follow their political Mates. The Ar- 
guments they have made ufe of, are like Hud:- 
bras’s Spur, which he apply’d to one Side of his 
Horfe, as not doubting but the other would 
keep Pace with it. Thefe Writers feem to have 
regarded the Fair Sex but as the Garniture of a 
Nation; and when they confider them as Parts 
of the Commonwealth, it is only as they are, 
of ufe to the Confumption of our Manufacture. 
Could we perfwade our Britith Women (fays one 
of our eminent Merchants in a Letter to his 
Friend in the Countrey upon the Subje& of 
Commerce) to cloath themfelves in the comely Ap- 
parel which might be made out of the Wooll of their 
own Countrey ; andinftead of Coffee, Tea and Cho- 


solate, to delight in thofe wholfome and palatable 
Liquors 
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Liquors which may be extracted from our Biirih 
Simples ; they would be of great Advantage 4 
Trade, and therein to the Publick Weal. 

Itis now, however, become neceflary to trex 
our Women as Members of the Body Politick: 
















into the State of the Nation with their own 
Eyes; and beno longer led Blindfold by a Male 
Legiflature. A Friend of mine was lately 
complaining to me, that his Wife had turned 
off one of the beft Cook-Maids in Exgland, be 
caufe the Wench had faid fomething to her Fee 
low-Servants, which feemed to favour the Su- 
ipenfion of the Habeas-Corpus AQ. 

When Errors and Prejudices are thus fpread 
among the Sex, it is the hardeft thing in the 
World to root them out. Arguments, which 
are the only proper Means for it, are of little 
ufe: They have a very fhort Anfwer to all Rea- 
fonings that turn againft them, Make us beheve 
That, if you can; which is in Lari, it I may 
upon this occafion be allowed the Pedantry of 
a Quotation, Nox perfuadebis, etiamfi perfuafertt. 
I could not but fimile at a young Univertity Dil- 
putant, who was complaining the other Day of 
the Unreafonablenefs of a Lady with whom he 
was engaged in a Point of Controverfy. Being 
left alone with her, he took the opportunity ol 
purfuing an Argument which had been before 
ftarted in Difcourfe, and put it ro her in a Syl- 
logifm: Upon which, as he inforined us with 


fome Heat, the granted him him both the Ms- 
jor 





m 
fince it is vifible that great Numbers of them & is 
have of late eloped from their Allegiance, and  C 
that they do not believe themfelves obliged to  F 
draw with us, as Yoke-Fellows in the Confj. & ( 
tution: They will judge for themfelves; look & | 
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jor and the Minor, but deny’d him the Con- 
clufion. 

Thebeft Method, therefore, that can be made 
ufe of with thefe polemical Ladies, who are 
much more eafy to be Refuted than Silenced, 
is to fhew them the ridiculous Side of their 
Caufe, and to make them laugh at their own 
Politicks. It is a kind of ill Manners to offer 
Objeétions to a fine Woman; anda Man would 
be out of Countenance that fhould gain the Su- 
periority in fuch a Conteft. A Coquette Lo- 


ician may be railly’d but not contradicted. © 


hofe who would make ufe of folid Argu- 
ments and ftrong Reafonings to a Reader or 
Hearer of fo delicate a Turn, would be like 
that foolith People whom Aé/iaz fpeaks of, that 
worfhipped a Fly, and facrificed an Ox to it. 
The Truth of it is, a Man mutt be of a very 
difputatious Temper, that enters into State- 
Controverfies with any of the fair Sex. If the 
Malignant be not Beautiful, fhecannotdo much 
Mifchief; and if the is, her Arguments will be 
fo enforced by the Charms of her Perfon, that 
her Antagonift may be in danger of betraying 
his own Caufe. Milton puts this Confeffion 
into the Mouth of our Father Adam; who tho’ 
he afferts his Superiority of Reafon in his De- 
bates: with the Mother of Mankind, adds, 
Yet when I approach 
Her Loveline/s, fo abfolute fhe feems, 
And iu herfelf Complete; fo wellto know 
Her own, that what fhe wills to do or fay, 
Seems wife/t, virtuoufeft, difcreeteft, beft : 
All higher Knowledge in her prefence falls 
Degraded, Wifdom in Difcourfe with her 
Lofes, difcount’nanc’d, and like Folly fhews ; 
Authority and Reafon on her wait —— . 
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It thergris.fuch a native Lovelinefs in 
Sex, as (Peake them Vidtorious even 7 
they are in the wrong, how refiftlefs is their Pow- 
er when they are on the Side of Truth! And 
indeed, it is a peculiar good Fortune to th 
Government, that our Fair Malecontents 
“are fo much over-matched in Beauty, as well 
as Number, by thofe who are Loyal to their 
King, and Friends to their Countrey. 

Every Paper, which I have hitherto addrefv'd 
to our beautiful Incendiaries, hath been. filled 
with Confiderations of a different Kind; by 
which Means I have taken Care that thofe, who 
are Enemies to the Sex, or to my felf, may not 
accufe me of Tautology, or pretend that I at- 
tack them with their own Weapon. For this 
Reafon I fhall here lay together anew Set of Re- 
marks, and obferve the feveral Artifices by 
which the Enemies to our Eftablifhment do raile 
fuch unaccountable Paffions and Prejudices i 
the Minds of our difcontented Females. 

In the firft Place; it is ufual among the moft 
Cunning of our Adverfaries, to reprefent all 
the Rebels as very handfome Men. If the Name 
of a Traitor be mentioned, they are very pat 
ticular in defcribing his Perfon ; and when they 
are notable to extenuate his Treafon, commend 
his Shape. This has fo good an Effeé in one 
of our Female Audiences, that they reprefent 
to themfelves a thoufand poor, tall, innocent, 
frefh-coloured young Gentlemen, who are di- 
{pers’d-among the feveral Prifons of Great Bri- 
tain; and extend their generous Compaflion t0- 
wards a Multitude of agreeable Fellows that 
never were in being. 

Another Artifice is, to inftil! Jealoufies into 
their Minds of Defigns upon the Anvil to * 
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trench the Privileges of the Sex. Some repre- 
fent the Whigs as Enemies to Flanders-Lace: 
Others had fpread a Report that in the late Act 
of Parliament for four Shillings in the Pound 
upon Land, there would be inferted a Claufe 
for raifing a Tax upon Pin-Money. Tohat the 
Ladies may be the better upon their Guard a- 
gainft Suggeftions of this Nature, I fhall beg 
Leave to put them in mind of the Story of Pa- 
pirius, the Son of a Roman Senator. This young 
Gentleman, after having been prefent in publick 
Debates, was ufually teazed by his Mother to 
inform her of what had paffed. In order to de- 
liver himfelf from this Importunity, he told her 
one Day, upon his Return from the Senate- 
Houfe, that there had been a Motion made for 
a Decree to allow every Mantwo Wives. The 
good Lady faid nothing; but managed Matters 
fo well among the Roman Matrons, that the 
next Day they met together in a Body before 
the Senate-Houfe, and prefented a Petition to 
the Fathers againit founreafonablea Law. This 
groundlefs Credulity raifed fo much Raillery up- 
on the Petitioners, that we do not find the La- 
dies offer’d to dire@ the Law-givers of their 
Countrey ever after. 
There has been another Method lately made 
fe of, which has been praétifed with extraor- 
dinary Succefs; I mean the fpreading abroad 
Reports of Prodigies, which has wonderfully 
Sratified the Curiofity, as well as the Hopes of 
Our fair Malignants. Their Managers turn 
Vater into Blood for them; frighten them with 
Sea-Monfters; make them fee Armies in the 
Air; and give them their Word, the more to 
ingratiate themfelves with them, that they fig- 
nity nothing lefs than future Slaughter and De- 
K folation. 
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folation. The difloyal Part of the Sex imne. 
diately hug themtelves at the News of the 
Bloody Fountain; look upon thete Fith asthei 
Friends ; have great Expectations from the 
Clouds; and are very angry with you, if you 
think they do not All portend Raine to their 
Countrey. 

Secret Hiftory and,Scandal have always had 
their Allurements; and I have in other Dif 
courfes fhewn the great Advantage that is made 
of them in the prefent ferment among the fair 
Ones. 

But the Mafter Engine, to overturn the 
Minds of the Female World, is the Danger 
of the Church. 1 am not fo uncharitable as 
to think there is any thing in an Obfervation 
made by feveral of the Wigs, that there 1s 
{carce a Woman in Exgland who is troubled 
with the Vapours, but is more or lefs affected 
with this Cry: Or, to remark with others, that 
it is not utter’d in any part of the Nation with 
fo much Bitternefs of Tongue and Heart, as 
in the Diftriéts of Drury-laze. On the contra- 
ry, I belicve there are many devout and honou- 
rable Women who are deluded in this Point by 
the Artifice of defigning Men. To thele, 
therefore, I would apply my felf, in a more fe- 
rious Manner, and defire them to confider how 
that laudable Piety, which is natural to the Sex, 
is apt to degenerate into a groundlefs and furl- 
ous Zeal, when it isnot kept within the Bounds 
of Charity and Reafon. Female Zeal, though 
proceeding from fo good a Principle, has been 
infinitely detrimental to Society, and to Rell- 
gion itfelf. If we may believe the French Hie 
ftorians, it often put a Stop to the Proceedings 
of their Kings, which might have ne in a 
Xefor- 


























































































































